FAMILY?”

AND THE LOST GENERATIONS

Mary and Joseph Had a

Rough Start

Imagine. The one chosen to be
the Mother of God, was
betrothed to the best guy in the
village, and probably had the
dream of the house on the hill
with the picket fence, the kids,
the motherhood and all that goes
with it. And then... “The Angel
Gabriel appeared to Mary,..”
This is where her dreams ended
and God’s will became manifest.
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WHY, “THE HOLY
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OUR INVESTMENT?

WING IN OUR FAITH IN AN EFFORT TO
EVANGELIZE THE CHURCHED; THE UNCHURCHED;
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You would think that if God had
chosen you to be the mother and
foster father of his son, that they
would only have the very best. But,
she was pregnant and unmarried;
young; had to travel to a foreign
place to have her first child; shelter
im a barn within which she gave
birth; death sentence on her child
from Herod; fled to the pagan land
of Egypt; and returned to Nazareth
many years Jater. She lost her son to
the ministry and the masses. She
lost him again in his passion and
death. She lost him again at his
ascension. To be a Holy Family
does not mean to be a perfect
family, or one without difficulties.
To be a Holy Family is to be like
Jesus’ parents. To be faithful to the
call God has given us, which will
sometimes conflict with our dream.







Liturgy and Worship S £ Faith Formation / Evangelization
¢ 40 hours Devotions e . e  Women of Grace

Mass of Remembrance (November) ' ' Catholicism
Eucharistic Adoration Advent Series and Lenten Series
Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Liturgy of the Hours for Advent and Crusillo and Ultreya
Lent Religious Education

‘Lebanon Catholic School

Youth Ministry

Days of Reflection

Crypt time for Youth

Virtual Lourdes Pilgrimage

- LasPosadas -~
Cyril and Methodius Feast Day
- St. Benedict Feast Day
Healing Mass
Penance services
Via Crucis in the Streets
Corpus Christi Procession
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Sacrifice

To Sacrament

What begins with our sacrificial offering of our “self” and
our resources, grows into a sacramentalizing of our life.
This is not an activity or a habit so much as a lifestyle.

Individuals who give more
than the wvalue of one
working hour (This is
known only to them) will be
asked to continue providing
their gracious support. For
those who do not work
outside of the home, we
need your physical Ilabor
here at the church.

We aré asking that the

people of the parish
pledge and maintain a
level of giving at one
hour of wages per
week. This is only 2.5 %
of total wages. The very
least would be a fifteen
dollar contribution every
week. At fifteen dollars a
week this would be $780
dollars a year. Lest we
forget that the Bible
makes the demand of
10% of our wages and the
Church validates this.

Three hundred working
parishioners engaged in
giving has the potential to
achieve the 4,500 goal
each week, necessary to
pay our bills. This is only
75% of current mass
attendees and is an
estimation of laborers.

No one likes to
experience  discomfort.
But discomfort and pain
can often be translated
info prayer when we
offer it for another. The
practice of fasting was
employed so that through
the discomfort of an
empty stomach, we might
be aware of the presence
of God and His hands
through which we have
received many gifts. But
we come to understand
that really, everything is
gift. We come into this
world naked and without
anything. We are the
stewards of the treasures
which are entrusted to us,
and therefore, the only
proper response 1s 1o
return those treasures to
the One who has
entrusted them.

He does not want us to
do this alone. He places
us into a family, both a
biological family and a
church family. He wants
us to be set apart, and
sacrifice will make us
different from the world
in which we live. “Set
apart” is what the word
“Holy” means. So not
just a family...but a
Holy Family is what He
desires.
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The Matching Gift

For the last six months we have benefitted from a

generous donor who has matched, dollar for dollar

what was contributed towards the elevator
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The people “in” church and the people “of” the Church.

UK hat’s the difference you
ViV ask? No? Well, then 'l
WY ask for you. What IS the
difference between the people “in”
the church (small “c™) and the
people “of” the Church (capital
“C”). It appears as if there are two
things that we must distinguish.

If a person walks into the church;
sings the songs; prays the prayers;
puts money in the collection;
receives communion; stays for the
final hymn and even, even greets
the priest after Mass. That person;
that person who is “in” the church;
what is the difference between
them, and you? And if there’s nota
difference, then that is the problem!

There was a time, not so many
years ago, in a galaxy not so far
away, that the Church was the
center of life for the people of any
town. And the church was the first
thing they built. And it was not just
a museum of relics harkening to a
bygone age, but a vibrant, living
place. The Church was a family,
and you know as well as I do, you
don’t get to pick your family. And
maybe we didn’t “like” everyone
but we certainly loved them. We
were not simply “in” the church; in
a building. We were “of” the
Church...we were Catholic from
the Pope all the way down to our
little domestic church called the
family.

So what happened? When did
the Church stop being the center
of our life? When we took over
that position in the universe. No
two objects can occupy the same
space at the same time. When we
took over the center, everything
else went to the periphery.

Perhaps we decided there were
too many hypocrites “in” the
Church, so we were not going to
be one of them. Perhaps we were
scandalized by the actions of
individuals in the Church, so we
left it behind. Perhaps we just
got lazy and decided it took too
much effort, not to be “in”
church, but to be “of” the Church.
There are a million and one
reasons why not to be of the
Church, and yet the only reason
we should be, overshadows a
plethora of excuses.

If we want things to change, then
we have to give up the #1 position
once agamn, and orient ourselves
around something that is so much
bigger than we are. We need, once
again, to put the Church at the
center of our life, so that we are no
longer sumply visiting a building
like some tourist, but we are part of
a community that can exist without
an edifice. That, my friends, is the
Church, with a capital “C”. And we
do not have to believe in it, in
order for it to exist!

Make the pledge now to get
involved. It does not mean that you
must be a member of some group,
although that’s a great way to stay
grounded. But to put forth an effort
to be an active part of the family.
To pray with the Church outside of
just attending Mass on Sundays.
Help in our efforts to support our
Church financially. Participate in
activities which foster growth in the
spiritual life and community life of
the Church. Don’t be an island!
Jesus said, “Wherever two or more
are gathered in my name, there am |
among them.” He didn’t say, “one
or more” but “two or more.” He
wants us to be a part of something
bigger...a family...a Holy
Family... of the Church!
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You have heard it said that
“the Youth are the future of the
Church,”... but | say to you, the
Youth are the Church now!
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ACTUALLY, You HAD A
PRETTY GWEAT LIFE. BUT
You WERE LooKiIng Doww
AT Youte PHonE i!\ND Nou
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